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*Includes pictures of art depicting Sacagawea and important people, places, and events in her
life.*Includes passages about Sacagawea from the journals of Lewis and Clark.*Explains
Sacagawea's role in the legendary Lewis and Clark Expedition*Includes a Bibliography for
further reading.*Includes a Table of Contents.“Your woman who accompanied you that long
dangerous and fatigueing rout to the Pacific Ocian and back diserved a greater reward for her
attention and services on that rout than we had in our power to give her at the Mandans.” –
William Clark in a letter to Sacajawea’s husbandA lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of
history’s most influential figures, but how much of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River
Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of America’s
most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning
interesting facts long forgotten or never known.Sacagawea is one of the most famous Native
American women in American history, and few played such a central role in the settlement of the
West for the young nation. As a young woman who was married to a French trapper from
Quebec, Sacagawea happened to be in the right place at the right time for the legendary Lewis
and Clark expedition, which set off for the Pacific coast after President Thomas Jefferson
negotiated the Louisiana Purchase with France. The young Shoshone girl acted as a guide and
interpreter for the expedition, helping it safely travel thousands of miles west from North Dakota
to the Pacific over unfamiliar ground and amongst unfamiliar peoples. Put simply, the expedition
could not have succeeded without her.Sacagawea’s role in the Lewis and Clark expedition made
her a national figure, and she continued to be popularized in literature and even among groups
advocating for women’s rights. Sacagawea is still taught to every American in school and stands
alongside Pocahontas as the most famous Native American women, even though few people
knew much about her life aside from her role in the trek. For that reason, few truly know about
her life, her tribe, or her death, the latter of which is still controversial. At the same time, given the
history and conflicts between the United States and various Native American tribes during the
19th century, Sacagawea’s role in helping the nation push westward at the expense of Native
Americans has taken on a more mixed and controversial character.American Legends: The Life
of Sacagawea profiles the life and legacy of the famous Shoshone woman, including the known
and unknown, while analyzing her lasting legacy. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about Sacagawea like you never have before, in no time at all.



American Legends: The Life of SacagaweaBy Charles River Editors Charles Marion Russell’s
painting depicting Lewis and Clark on the Lower Columbia About Charles River Editors Charles
River Editors was founded by Harvard and MIT alumni to provide superior editing and original
writing services, with the expertise to create digital content for publishers across a vast range of
subject matter. In addition to providing original digital content for third party publishers, Charles
River Editors republishes civilization’s greatest literary works, bringing them to a new generation
via ebooks. , and visit to browse today’s free promotions and our most recently published Kindle
titles. IntroductionSacagawea (circa 1788-1812)“Your woman who accompanied you that long
dangerous and fatigueing rout to the Pacific Ocian and back diserved a greater reward for her
attention and services on that rout than we had in our power to give her at the Mandans.” –
William Clark in a letter to Sacajawea’s husbandA lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of
history’s most influential figures, but how much of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River
Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of America’s
most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning
interesting facts long forgotten or never known.Sacagawea is one of the most famous Native
American women in American history, and few played such a central role in the settlement of the
West for the young nation. As a young woman who was married to a French trapper from
Quebec, Sacagawea happened to be in the right place at the right time for the legendary Lewis
and Clark expedition, which set off for the Pacific coast after President Thomas Jefferson
negotiated the Louisiana Purchase with France. The young Shoshone girl acted as a guide and
interpreter for the expedition, helping it safely travel thousands of miles west from North Dakota
to the Pacific over unfamiliar ground and amongst unfamiliar peoples. Put simply, the expedition
could not have succeeded without her.Sacagawea’s role in the Lewis and Clark expedition made
her a national figure, and she continued to be popularized in literature and even among groups
advocating for women’s rights. Sacagawea is still taught to every American in school and stands
alongside Pocahontas as the most famous Native American women, even though few people
knew much about her life aside from her role in the trek. For that reason, few truly know about
her life, her tribe, or her death, the latter of which is still controversial. At the same time, given the
history and conflicts between the United States and various Native American tribes during the
19th century, Sacagawea’s role in helping the nation push westward at the expense of Native
Americans has taken on a more mixed and controversial character.American Legends: The Life
of Sacagawea profiles the life and legacy of the famous Shoshone woman, including the known
and unknown, while analyzing her lasting legacy. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about Sacagawea like you never have before, in no time at
all. Monument to Sacagawea in South Dakota American Legends: The Life of SacagaweaAbout
Charles River EditorsIntroductionChapter 1: Sacagawea’s OriginsChapter 2: Lewis and Clark
come to Fort MandanChapter 3: Sacagawea’s ReunionChapter 4: Reaching the PacificChapter
5: Heading Back EastChapter 6: Sacagawea’s Final YearsChapter 7: Sacagawea’s
LegacyBibliographyChapter 1: Sacagawea’s OriginsAt the end of the 20th century, plans were



made to mint a new “Sacagawea dollar coin”, bestowing a rare and impressive honor upon a
woman who had lived two centuries ago. At the same time, it illustrated just how little is truly
known about her origins, life, and death, since it’s unclear whether the name Sacagawea was
even spelled correctly.The Sacagawea dollar coinThe spelling and origins of the famous Native
American woman’s name remain disputed. There are multiple ways of spelling her name:
Sacajawea (as spelled by the Lemhi Shoshone in Idaho), Sacagawea (as spelled by the
Shoshone in Wyoming), and Sakakawea (as spelled by the Hidatsas in the Dakotas). Lewis and
Clark spelled her name 8 different ways in their journals; Clark referred to her as Sahkahgarwea,
Sahcahgagwea, Sarcargahwea and Sahcahgahweah, while Lewis mentioned Sahcahgahwea,
Sahcahgarweah, Sahcargarweah and Sahcahgar Wea. The only thing the spellings have in
common is that they all used a G instead of a J, and at times, the two men didn’t bother trying to
spell her name at all, instead calling her "Crow woman”, “Snake woman", "Otter woman", or
even “Madame Charbonneau” in reference to her husband, Toussaint Charbonneau.[1] On a
couple of occasions, Clark simply called her “Janey”, which may have simply been based off the
name Jane, a slang word for girl that was common in the Army at the time.Despite uncertainty
over how to spell her name, it’s widely believed that her name came from two words in the
Hidatsa language: cagáàga (bird) and míà (woman). For his part, Sacagawea’s husband told the
Lewis and Clark expedition that her name meant “Bird Woman”, and Lewis references that in his
journal in May 1805 when he wrote "a handsome river of about fifty yards in width discharged
itself into the shell river...this stream we called Sah-ca-gah-we-ah or bird woman’s River, after
our interpreter the Snake woman."Nevertheless, experts continue to debate how the name
should be spelled. In Sakakawea: The Bird Woman, biographer Russell Reid argues:“Her
Hidatsa name, which Charbonneau stated meant ‘Bird Woman,’ should be spelled ‘Tsakakawias’
according to the foremost Hidatsa language authority, Dr. Washington Matthews. When this
name is anglicized for easy pronunciation, it becomes Sakakawea, ‘Sakaka’ meaning ‘bird’ and
‘wea’ meaning ‘woman.’ This is the spelling adopted by North Dakota. The spelling authorized
for the use of Federal agencies by the United States Geographic Board is Sacagawea. Although
not closely following Hidatsa spelling, the pronunciation is quite similar and the Geographic
Board acknowledged the name to be a Hidatsa word meaning ‘Bird Woman.’”On the other hand,
Irving Anderson, who has written biographical sketches of her as president of the Lewis and
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, disputed that:“the Sakakawea spelling similarly is not found in
the Lewis and Clark journals. To the contrary, this spelling traces its origin neither through a
personal connection with her nor in any primary literature of the expedition. It has been
independently constructed from two Hidatsa Indian words found in a dictionary titled
Ethnography and Philology of the Hidatsa Indians, published by the Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C., 1877. Compiled by a United States Army surgeon, Dr. Washington Matthews,
65 years following Sacagawea's death, the words appear verbatim in the dictionary as "tsa-ka-
ka, noun; a bird," and "mia [wia, bia], noun; a woman.”Meanwhile, the Shoshone claim that
Sacagawea’s name was not Hidatsa in origin and did not mean “Bird Woman”. One Native



American woman explained why the Lemhi Shoshone spell her name Sacajawea:"The Lemhi
Shoshone call her Sacajawea. It is derived from the Shoshone word for her name, Saca tzah we
yaa. In his Cash Book, William Clark spells Sacajawea with a ‘J’. Also, William Clark and Private
George Shannon explained to Nicholas Biddle (Published the first Lewis and Clark Journals in
1814) about the pronunciation of her name and how the tz sounds more like a ‘j’. What better
authority on the pronunciation of her name than Clark and Shannon who traveled with her and
constantly heard the pronunciation of her name? We do not believe it is a Minnetaree (Hidatsa)
word for her name. Sacajawea was a Lemhi Shoshone not a Hidatsa."One of the reasons the
Lemhi Shoshone argue over the etymology of her name is because the one thing known with
certainty about Sacagawea is that she was a member of their tribe who was captured and taken
prisoner by the Hidatsa. Based on the contact with her made by Lewis and Clark, along with
what was told to them by her husband Charbonneau, Sacagawea was born around 1788 and
was thus 12 years old when she was taken by a group of Hidatsa in 1800. Conflicts among
various Native American tribes was the norm more than the exception, and it was during a
skirmish that left several Shoshone dead that Sacagawea was removed from her tribe near
Idaho and taken east toward North Dakota.The belief that she was born in 1788 was bolstered
by an entry Lewis made in his journal in July 1805:“Our present camp is precisely on the spot
that the Snake [Shoshone] Indians were encamped at the time the Minnetares [Hidatsa] of the
Knife R. [North Dakota] first came in sight of them five years since…the Minnetares pursued,
attacked them, killed 4 men 4 women a number of boys, and made prisoners of all the females
and four boys. Sah-cah-gar-we-ah our Indian woman was one of the female prisoners taken at
that time; tho' I cannot discover that she shews any immotion of sorrow in recollecting this event,
or of joy in being again restored to her native country; if she has enough to eat and a few trinkets
to wear I believe she would be perfectly content anywhere.”Sacagawea had been along with her
parents on a buffalo hunt when they encountered the Hidatsa, which suggested she had not
reached puberty or been married. Demonstrating the scientific nature of the Lewis and Clark
expedition, Lewis took note of the customs and practices of the natives they encountered, and in
August 1805 he noted, “The father frequently disposes of his infant daughters in marriage to
men who are grown or to men who have sons for whom they think proper to provide wives….The
girl remains with her parents until she is conceived to have obtained the age of puberty which
with them is considered to be about the age of 13 or 14 years…”After she had been taken by the
Hidatsa east toward present-day Bismarck, North Dakota, she was taken as a wife by French-
Canadian fur trader Toussaint Charbonneau, who was originally from Quebec but was now living
in the village among the Hidatsa. Charbonneau either bought Sacagawea to take her as one of
his child-brides or he gambled for her, but what is known is that she was not the only young
Native American girl he took for a wife. When the famous Lewis and Clark expedition came to
the area in 1804, Clark would note that there were “Two Squars of the Rock[y] Mountains,
purchased from the Indians by a frenchman came to visit.”[2] An illustration depicting
ToussaintChapter 2: Lewis and Clark come to Fort MandanNot surprisingly, most of the details of



Sacagawea’s life were filled in by the Lewis and Clark expedition, and it is mostly through the
journals of Lewis and Clark that historians meet her, write about her, and perhaps more
importantly, recognize her. Thus, it is through their eyes that Sacagawea enters the narrative of
American history. Accounts of the expedition were made by nearly every member, and all of
them mentioned the young girl at some time or another.Lewis and Clark would meet Sacagawea
around Fort MandanAs president, Thomas Jefferson had worried about the future of the western
U.S., seeing that settlements in the Ohio Valley and lower south relied upon the Mississippi
River. France’s controls over the region, in his estimation, put the U.S. at a severe disadvantage.
His solution proved successful beyond his wildest imagination, for Napoleon did not only sell
New Orleans to the U.S, the portion that Jefferson instructed his ministers to make an offer on,
but all of “New France,” the entire area of Louisiana. Jefferson might have said later that his
purchase of the territory “strained” but did not “break” the Constitution, but also should have
boasted that, with one stroke, he had removed one less obstacle to American expansionism.The
Louisiana Purchase encompassed all or part of 15 current U.S. states and two Canadian
provinces, including Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, parts of
Minnesota that were west of the Mississippi River, most of North Dakota, nearly all of South
Dakota, northeastern New Mexico, northern Texas, the portions of Montana, Wyoming, and
Colorado east of the Continental Divide, and Louisiana west of the Mississippi River, including
the city of New Orleans. (parts of this area were still claimed by Spain at the time of the
Purchase.) In addition, the Purchase contained small portions of land that would eventually
become part of the Canadian provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. The purchase, which
doubled the size of the United States, comprises around 23% of current U.S. territory.The
purchase allowed Jefferson to plan something he had talked about since taking office: an
expedition deep into the unmapped and largely unknown continent with the final destination
being the Pacific Ocean. This could prove the most significant of the goals that Jefferson - a
person who thought of himself as a scientifically-minded thinker - wanted to accomplish as
president.The historical body of work on Jefferson’s prior knowledge of the continent is well
documented. Moreover, recent work demonstrates how “[b]y 1802, possibly after reading
Mackenzie's recently published account of his Voyages from Montreal...through the Continent of
North America, to the Frozen [Arctic] and Pacific Oceans, Jefferson had begun to plan a serious
voyage of discovery across the Mississippi to the Pacific.” He wanted, very much, for the U.S. to
emulate previous voyages of scientific discovery. Something special lurked in his plans though.
He possessed an ambitiousness that meant to not only learn about the continent, but launch an
audacious journey that would leave the U.S. as the uncontested rulers of the continent. When
scholarship confirms his mention of “Mr. Lewis's tour,” his cryptic reference shows this voyage
“was to be like no other that he had contemplated and was to mounted on a scale unheard of
before.” Doing so meant to produce a body of scientific knowledge that, more than anything
else, would help the U.S. stake a claim to the entire continent. Science, then, could accomplish
this. Herein, lay the true meaning of “Mr. Lewis’s tour.”
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julia, “This book is a great find. When the Sacagawea dollars came out my dear Mother always
wanted me to bring her a book on Sacagawea 's life and there was nothing I could ever find but
now I can read about  her interesting story in 
  
American Legends: The Life of Sacagawea

  
  
.The Charles River Editors have a lot of good titles out in their series of books, remember to
look for the Civil War titles since 2013 is the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg. Since
my kindle is not color I always download these books to my computer to see the artwork and
photographs and they are really not that long to read.”

Christine N. Ethier, “Good Job. This is the reason why I keep trying these books when they are
offered for free. This is a very good brief biography of Sacagawea, including evalution and
discussion of areas of debate. I really enjoyed the biblography at the end as well as the analysis
of some of the history debates.”

Katheen Jenkins, “Great eBook! As a homeschooling mom. Great eBook! As a homeschooling
mom, I can never have enough books around for the kids to read. This was a great addition to
our collection!”

Mustang Beam, “He Said, She Said, History Says.... Just bits and pieces of what they THINK
they know about this lady. She seems to have been a free spirit and enjoyed traveling. Too bad
history paints her husband as a rude man. She was also selfless in letting Clark raise their son
and daughter so that they would not have to deal with the native's treatment as well as the
whites' treatment of mixed children.”

Lori J. Fedele, “Good read.. I had not heard anything about this woman until I read this book. The
book was very interesting and informative.”

BZ, “wie erwartet, etwas kleiner Druck. Informativ, aber eigentlich kein "Buch", sondern eine Art



Selbstdruck. Die Texte sind sehr klein, fast unleserlich klein gedruckt, Karten- und Bildmaterial
entsprechend undeutlich.”

The book by Charles River Editors has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 6 people have provided feedback.
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